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The Ashworths of Strawberry Hill and Clough House 

 

In the previous article 

The Gibsons and Firths of Slead Hall 

it was explained how Abraham Firth Macaulay and his sister Anne Ashworth née Macaulay 

inherited the original Gibson property Slead Hall situated between Brighouse and Hove 

Edge  and the original Firth property Clough House in Huddersfield. They were the children 

of Thomas Macauley, a surgeon, and his wife Ann Firth. 

This article will concentrate on Ann(e) Macaulay who was baptised at Scalby, near 

Scarborough on 12th May 1781. 

She married Richard Johnson Daventry Ashworth of Manchester on Boxing Day 1801 in 

St.Peter’s Church, Huddersfield. Richard Ashworth was born about 1772 the son of John 

Ashworth and Susanna Child. When his parents married on 20th January 1755 at Birstall, 

the bride was from Roberttown, and the groom was from Batley. John Ashworth had been 

born in Rochdale on 17th May 1732.  A 1922 newspaper article notes that the Ashworths 

were an old Rochdale family who resided at Ashworth Hall. Obviously some crossed the 

Pennines. 

John and  Susanna Ashworth brought up their family, firstly at Sunny Bank, Batley and then 

at  Elland Bank, Halifax. They were active Baptists who were responsible for the building of 

Elland Particular Baptist Church. Most, if not all their sons, and many of their grandsons 

attended either Cambridge University or Oxford University with most of them going on to 

become vicars.  

Richard and his older brother Philip Howard Ashworth were the exceptions. Although they 

both went to Cambridge University Philip seems to have run the family’s malting and corn 

dealing businesses  in Elland whilst Richard became a barrister.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

This fits with the profession recorded on Richard and Ann(e)’s marriage record. Perhaps,  

understandably, he did not always use his full name  
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Notice the witnesses Ann’s brother Abraham Firth Macauley and Richard’s older brother 

Philip Howard Ashworth. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CloughHouse was on the Halifax Old Road which led from Huddersfield to Halifax via 

Grimescar and Ainley top. 

Despite their Yorkshire roots Richard and Ann lived at Strawberry Hill, Manchester 

presumably because of his career as a barrister. They had at least ten children.  ‘Richard 

Ashworth of Strawberry Hill, Manchester and Clough House, Huddersfield’ is recorded on 

one much later newspaper report. Perhaps they divided their time between the two 

properties. This may also explain why when he died on 5th August 1828 aged 56 at 

‘Strawberry Hill, Manchester’ he was brought  to St. Matthew’s churchyard  for burial on 12th 

August 1828 in plot GG*6. He has a Lancashire Wills & Probate record dated 16th February 

1829. 
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It would be nearly  thirty-five years before his wife Ann(e) née Macaulay joined him. She 

died in Wales on 8th July 1863 aged 82. Burial took place at Lightcliffe on 17th July 1863. 
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SACRED to the MEMORY of 

 RICHARD JOHNSON DAVENTRY ASHWORTH  

of Strawberry Hill near Manchester  

who died August 5th 1828 Aged 56 Years 

 

He fell asleep in Jesus 

 

Also ANNE ASHWORTH widow of the above  

who died July 8th 1863 Aged 82 years 

 

The memory of the just is blessed 

 

Anne Ashworth 27 September [1863] 

Effects under £450 

The Will of Anne Ashworth late of Bramwith Hall near Doncaster in the County of York 

Widow deceased who died 8 July 1863 at Penmaenmaur in the County of Carnarvon was 

proved at the Principal Registry by the oath of William Evans Ashworth of Southport in 

the County of Lancashire Gentleman the Son the surviving Executor. 

 

After her death sale notices like this started appearing in various newspapers. 

Leeds Intelligencer 29th August 1863 

PRELIMINARY NOTICE – The Trustees of the late Mrs Anne Ashworth 

intend to offer for SALE BY AUCTION, in Lots, in October next unless 

previously disposed of by private contract, the following portions of the 

TRUST ESTATES, viz, :- 

Lane End in Golcar, (Farm buildings and Land) 

Ridings          Do.    (Several Closes of Land) 

Laverack Hall, Hipperholme (Farm buildings and Land) 

Pond Farm             Do.   Do. 

And Land and Houses at Honley, near Huddersfield, occupied by 

Mr. Geo. Durrans 

     Plans and Particulars are in course of preparation, and when ready will be 

duly announced. Information may be had of Mr. GEO.CROWTHER, Land 

Agent and Surveyor, 35, New Street, Huddersfield : or  

Messrs.  BAXTER, ROSE & CO., 

6, Victoria Street, Westminster 
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By 7th November 1863 there was more detail in the Huddersfield Chronicle and the auction 

dates had been moved to 25th and 27th November 1863. 
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Some of the numerous properties and parcels of land advertised in more detail below 

belonged to Richard J.D. Ashworth. Presumably he inherited some of them from his father 

John, the maltster and corn dealer who owned land and property around Elland as well as 

in Halifax and Rochdale.  
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Another newspaper article helpfully explains the name Laverack Hall. 

ROMANCE OF PLACE NAMES 

Laverack Hall, found here as in 

many other Yorkshire parishes, 

tells of the day when melodious 

larks were called laveracks or 

laycock 
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The sale notices above are interesting for a number of reasons. The Pond Farm tenant 

Joseph Parkinson was the father-in-law of Elizabeth Wilkes Cordingley, Anne Lister’s lady’s 

maid. 

 Read                

The Cordingley Parkinson story 

 

Then there is the useful information  that ‘The Pond and Laverack Hall Estates’ were next 

to the ‘domain of Evan Charles Sutherland Walker’. By then he had inherited the vast Crow 

Nest estate from his mother and his aunt, Ann Walker. More research needs to be done but 

it seems likely that Evan Charles Sutherland Walker bought some of the Ashworth properties  

including Laverack Hall. But then he put everything up for sale in 1867 as explained in 

Elizabeth and Ann Walker’s inheritance 

By 1869 Abraham Turner was residing at Laverack Hall so he may have bought it from 

ECSW. 

Read 

Turner Family History, Part 1 John Turner(1797 – 1857) 

 

The last owner of Clough House, John Scholes, had to sell the house and estate to a 

property developer who built two villas in the old garden. Then Clough House itself was 

demolished in January 1899 to allow for the widening of Halifax Old Road. 

 

Next read about Ann Ashworth née Macaulay’s brother in  

The Macaulays of Slead Hall 

 

D.M.Barker 

December 2022 


